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or a Reserve of the Armed Forces of
the United States.

Federal Claims Collection Standards
(FCCS) means standards published at 31
CFR chapter IX.

FHFA means the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency.

Garnishment means the process of
withholding amounts from the dispos-
able pay of a person employed outside
the Federal Government, and the pay-
ing of those amounts to a creditor in
satisfaction of a withholding order.

Hearing official means an individual
who is responsible for conducting any
hearing with respect to the existence
or amount of a debt claimed and for
rendering a final decision on the basis
of such hearing. A hearing official may
not be under the supervision or control
of the Director of FHFA when FHFA is
the creditor agency but may be an ad-
ministrative law judge.

Notice of intent means a written no-
tice of a creditor agency to a debtor
that states that the debtor owes a debt
to the creditor agency and apprises the
debtor of the applicable procedural
rights.

Notice of salary offset means a written
notice from the paying agency to an
employee after a certification has been
issued by a creditor agency that in-
forms the employee that salary offset
will begin at the next officially estab-
lished pay interval.

Paying agency means an agency of
the Federal Government that employs
the individual who owes a debt to an
agency of the Federal Government and
transmits payment requests in the
form of certified payment vouchers, or
other similar forms, to a disbursing of-
ficial for disbursement. The same agen-
cy may be both the creditor agency and
the paying agency.

Salary offset means an administrative
offset to collect a debt under 5 U.S.C.
5514 by deductions at one or more offi-
cially established pay intervals from
the current pay account of an em-
ployee without his or her consent.

Waiver means the cancellation, re-
mission, forgiveness, or non-recovery
of a debt allegedly owed by an em-
ployee to FHFA or another agency as
permitted or required by 5 U.S.C. 5584
or 8346(b), 10 U.S.C. 2774, 32 U.S.C. 716,
or any other law.
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Withholding order means any order for
withholding or garnishment of pay
issued by an agency, or judicial, or ad-
ministrative body. For purposes of ad-
ministrative wage garnishment, the
terms “wage garnishment order” and
“garnishment order” have the same
meaning as “withholding order.”

§1208.3 Referrals to the Department of
the Treasury, collection services,
and use of credit bureaus.

(a) Referral of delinquent debts.—(1)
FHFA shall transfer to the Secretary
of the Department of the Treasury any
past due, legally enforceable nontax
debt that has been delinquent for a pe-
riod of 180 days or more so that the
Secretary may take appropriate action
to collect the debt or terminate collec-
tion action in accordance with 31
U.S.C. 3716, 5 U.S.C. 5514, 5 CFR
550.1108, 31 CFR part 285, and the FCCS.

(2) FHFA may transfer any past due,
legally enforceable nontax debt that
has been delinquent for less than a pe-
riod of 180 days to a debt collection
center for collection in accordance
with 31 U.S.C. 3716, 5 U.S.C. 5514, 56 CFR
550.1108, 31 CFR part 285, and the FCCS.

(b) Collection Services. Section 13 of
the Debt Collection Act (31 U.S.C. 3718)
authorizes agencies to enter into con-
tracts for collection services to recover
debts owed the Federal Government.
The Debt Collection Act requires that
certain provisions be contained in such
contracts, including:

(1) The agency retains the authority
to resolve a dispute, including the au-
thority to terminate a collection ac-
tion or refer the matter to the Attor-
ney General for civil remedies; and

(2) The contractor is subject to the
Privacy Act of 1974, as it applies to pri-
vate contractors, as well as subject to
State and Federal laws governing debt
collection practices.

(c) Referrals to collection agencies.—(1)
FHFA has authority to contract for
collection services to recover delin-
quent debts in accordance with 31
U.S.C. 3718(a) and the FCCS (31 CFR
901.5).

(2) FHFA may use private collection
agencies where it determines that their
use is in the best interest of the Fed-
eral Government. Where FHFA deter-
mines that there is a need to contract

216



Federal Housing Finance Agency.
for collection services, the contract
will provide that:

(i) The authority to resolve disputes,
compromise claims, suspend or termi-
nate collection action, or refer the
matter to the Department of Justice
for litigation or to take any other ac-
tion under this part will be retained by
FHFA;

(i) Contractors are subject to the
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, to the
extent specified in 5 U.S.C. 552a(m) and
to applicable Federal and State laws
and regulations pertaining to debt col-
lection practices, such as the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, 156 U.S.C. 1692;

(iii) The contractor is required to
strictly account for all amounts col-
lected;

(iv) The contractor must agree that
uncollectible accounts shall be re-
turned with appropriate documenta-
tion to enable FHFA to determine
whether to pursue collection through
litigation or to terminate collection;
and

(v) The contractor must agree to pro-
vide any data in its files requested by
FHFA upon returning the account to
FHFA for subsequent referral to the
Department of Justice for litigation.

§1208.4 Reporting delinquent debts to
credit bureaus.

(a) FHFA may report delinquent
debts to consumer reporting agencies
(31 U.S.C. 3701(a)(3), 3711). Sixty cal-
endar days prior to release of informa-
tion to a consumer reporting agency,
the debtor shall be notified, in writing,
of the intent to disclose the existence
of the debt to a consumer reporting
agency. Such notice of intent may be a
separate correspondence or included in
correspondence demanding direct pay-
ment. The notice shall be in conform-
ance with 31 U.S.C. 3711(e) and the
FCCS. In the notice, FHFA shall pro-
vide the debtor with:

(1) An opportunity to inspect and
copy agency records pertaining to the
debt;

(2) An opportunity for an administra-
tive review of the legal enforceability
or past due status of the debt;

(3) An opportunity to enter into a re-
payment agreement on terms satisfac-
tory to FHFA to prevent FHFA from
reporting the debt as overdue to con-
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sumer reporting agencies, and provide
deadlines and method for requesting
this relief;

(4) An explanation of the rate of in-
terest that will accrue on the debt,
that all costs incurred to collect the
debt will be charged to the debtor, the
authority for assessing these costs, and
the manner in which FHFA will cal-
culate the amount of these costs;

(5) An explanation that FHFA will
report the debt to the consumer report-
ing agencies to the detriment of the
debtor’s credit rating; and

(6) A description of the collection ac-
tions that the agency may take in the
future if those presently proposed ac-
tions do not result in repayment of the
debt, including the filing of a lawsuit
against the borrower by the agency and
assignment of the debt for collection
by offset against Federal income tax
refunds or the filing of a lawsuit
against the debtor by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(b) The information that may be dis-
closed to the consumer reporting agen-
cy is limited to:

(1) The debtor’s name, address, social
security number or taxpayer identi-
fication number, and any other infor-
mation necessary to establish the iden-
tity of the individual;

(2) The amount, status, and history
of the claim; and

(3) FHFA program or activity under
which the claim arose.

(c) Subsequent reports. FHFA may up-
date its report to the credit bureau
whenever it has knowledge of events
that substantially change the status of
the amount of liability.

(d) Subsequent reports of delinquent
debts. Pursuant to 31 CFR 901.4, FHFA
will report delinquent debt to the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment’s Credit Alert Interactive
Voice Response System (CAIVRS).

(e) Privacy Act considerations. A delin-
quent debt may not be reported under
this section unless a notice issued pur-
suant to the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C.
5b2a(e)(4), authorizes the disclosure of
information about the debtor to a cred-
it bureau or CAIVRS.
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